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Summary

The 6.7km-long section between Shinjuku and
Ikebukuro of the Tokyo Metropolitan Expressway
Central Circular Route is the first underground route
of urban expressways in Japan. This route optimizes
traffic flow and improves the environment of the
greater Tokyo Metropolitan area.

The use of shield tunneling methods and other
innovative tunneling technologies including the
Shield Tunnel Expansion Methods (STEMs) and U-
turn excavation of TBMs has minimized negative
impacts on existing infrastructures and lifelines. In
addition, the world-class ventilation and disaster
control systems have been introduced. A motorcycle
patrol unit has been formed to circulate the route to
ensure the safety by the company.

In relation to the construction of the route, these
comprehensive advanced tunneling technologies
have been established and will promote further
underground development in urban areas.





