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Understanding Sabo and forest conservation
—-Living in harmony with mountains—
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S T - S S N f’/ 6 o ,
%1z N AR ﬁ In Japan, June is designated as "Landslide
+Towm x 2oz % 2 == A Disaster Prevention Month" to coincide with
2 » ) i [{] © Wz Bl:l}j ¢ therainy season (Tsuyu), a period when inten-
ok " B o = sified rainfall significantly heightens the risk
A T A B T M 1t oflandslide disasters. While weather-induced
< M) E 1z 18 [55] ﬁ landslides show seasonal trends, recent
iz W 5D E T FEﬁ events like the 2024 Noto Peninsula Earth-

> H % il I8 v N — quake remind us that seismic-driven disasters
+ {7 o 2w remain unpredictable.
W N 25 Historically, Japan’s rapid modernization led
$ B, oh ¥ < ;))) E to large-scale deforestation, which compro-
£ o& W m Z o B mised the natural soil-stabilizing functions of

forests and increased contemporary disaster
risks. While Sabo (erosion control) and forest

Vi WOz % B O B ox 3 restoration efforts are progressing, engineer-
5 1+ o i & B 1 1 il ing solutions alone are insufficient to address
+F B L L 3 i H WY B % today's escalating threats.
) S A b B 5 The current challenge necessitates a holistic
KX 4 T H SO Y- FO N/ DI "river basin" perspective, treating the entire
B o R B w o 3 & < landscape—from mountainous headwaters to
4 N W m c f h B I coastal estuaries—as a single interconnected
vy N S < & kK system. Ultimately, it is crucial for citizens to
7 % b5 K TR AN understand the specific risks within their own
S M P 7 oh B 5 A % river basins and take a proactive role in com-
D g 75_: 2 N B mwm o2 T #M munity protection. Transitioning from pas-
oz 7 R W E 0 v sive beneficiaries to active participants is the
TS 7?; w5 7T o 2 7% Z key to fostering a sustainable coexistence
9 7 K h 5 v 4 ¥ L with Japan’s volatile natural environment.
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(=) EHRKES : HRRHR-HmE" htt
ps://www.mlit.go.jp/mizukokudo/sabo/dos
hasaigai_boushigekkan.html
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www.mlit.go.jp/mizukokudo/sabo/conte
nt/001877375.pdf
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