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DIRECTIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND POSSIBILITIES OF CIVIL
ENGINEERING EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS IN JAPAN

Yoshiaki TSUZUKI

Literature review on environmental education, questionnaire survey to university students in environment related classes on
environmental education in their school days, from elementary school to high school, and investigation on the Official Course of
Study of the Ministry of Education, Japan, of social and natural sciences at the time when the students were in elementary and
high schools were conducted. Moreover, relationship of environmental education and existing subjects in elementary and
secondary education with education of civil engineering are discussed. In the literature review on environmental education,
existing researches on environmental education through elementary, middle and higher educations and in the society was found
to be very scarce, however, considerations thorough these school stages were necessary from the view of growing and
educating students. Some tasks on environmental education were found in the literatures including preparation of curriculums.
Questionnaire results showed that the students have some appropriate knowledge and information on some environmental
issues. However, such answers were rare that showed they have studied the watching and thinking ways and methods on nature
and environment, which were described in the Official Course of Study of Japan. Therefore, some considerations on
environmental education will be considered to be necessary including that both teachers and students should reassure the
structures of the Course of Study, which includes growing the ways and methods on thinking and watching based on
knowledge and information. For the relationship of the existing subjects and environmental education with education of civil
engineering, most related in the categories of Japan Society of Civil Engineers are categories B and G. We should consider
about the transfer of subjects and materials into elementary and secondary education including environmental education and
other existing subjects.
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